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Friday 14th February 2025 

Newsletter Spring 1 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This half-term has flown by, filled with exciting learning opportunities and 

memorable experiences for our children. We started on a high with our fantastic 

Ofsted report, a true reflection of the hard work of our children, staff, and 

families—thank you for your continued support! This week, pupils have explored 

online safety for Safer Internet Day, and we also marked Children’s Mental 

Health Week with activities promoting wellbeing and resilience. A huge thank 

you to Miss Jones for organising an inspiring Geography Day, sparking curiosity about the world around us. 

 

I want to take this opportunity to highlight the continued importance of good 

attendance at school. So far this academic year, our attendance stands at 95.8%, 

which is above the national average of 94.8%. I would like to thank you all for your 

support in ensuring that your children attend school regularly.  

 

Our goal is to reach 97%, and we appreciate your support in helping us achieve 

this. Regular attendance is essential for your 

child’s progress and attainment. While 90% attendance may not sound too 

concerning, over the course of a school year, it equates to 19 days of lost 

learning – nearly four full school weeks. This level of absence can 

significantly affect your child’s education, making it harder for them to keep 

up with their peers and achieve their full potential. Pupils with attendance 

below 90% are classified as ‘persistently absent’, which can have a serious 

impact on their academic progress and wellbeing.  

 

We have had sporting success this term, with our school basketball team winning back-to-back tournaments 

in February. At the first event, Kingfisher teams took 1st and 3rd place, fighting off fellow PPAT school, Countess 

Gytha to win the final. In the second event, our team won the tournament yet again; an incredible result. 

 

Wishing you all a very restful and healthy half-term break. 

With best wishes,  

 

 

Mr Daniel Glentworth 

Head Teacher 

 

Safeguarding  

Safeguarding is the responsibility of everybody. In terms of keeping children safe, please 

“Don’t think, ‘What if I’m wrong?’ Think… ‘What if I am right” If you have any concerns 

about a pupil, you should report this to a member of staff immediately. If you feel a pupil 

is at risk or a subject of abuse, you must contact the Designated Safeguarding Team 

immediately. The Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mr Glentworth and Deputy 

Designated Safeguard leads are Mr Green, Mrs Warren and Miss Jackson. The school 

Safeguarding and Child Protection Governor is Mrs Poppy Dunn. If you are ever worried 

about a child or young person who could be in danger, please contact Children’s Social 

Care on 0300 123 2224 or via email on childrens@somerset.gov.uk  

http://www.kingfisherschool.com/
mailto:childrens@somerset.gov.uk


Choir in Action 

On Friday 7th of February, our amazing school choir sang at Wells Cathedral in Supersize Polyphony 2. 

Continuing our partnership with the critically acclaimed Armonico Consort choir, our choir sang with other 

choirs as part of a world premiere performance of ‘Lamentation’ - a new commission by David Buckley. David 

is an Emmy nominated Hollywood composer who has written scores for various box office hits including 

Shrek the Third and Batman Arkham Knight. The children not only sang songs in Latin but also sang songs 

from the Renaissance period at Grade 8 standard. As always, we were blown away by their maturity, positive 

attitudes and brilliant singing. A big thank you to Mrs Kerrigan, Miss Jackson and Mr Frisby for all their hard 

work with music and singing at Kingfisher.  

 

    
      

            
 

Safer Internet Day 

On Tuesday 11th February, pupils in school celebrated Safer Internet Day. This year’s theme, ‘Too good to be 

true? Protecting yourself and others from scams online,’ encouraged pupils to learn about online safety and 

how to recognize scams. The day called upon all pupils and staff to join together to learn about the issue of 

scams online and for young people, how to protect themselves and others, as well as what support is available 

to them. 

 

               



Relationship education and mental wellbeing 

It was great to have Coram Life Education back in school over 2 days in February where all pupils, including 

those in nursery, enjoyed workshops on how to look after their mental wellbeing. As always it was great to 

see our friend Harold back at Kingfisher. The children learned different strategies to look after their own 

mental health. 

 

                 
          

Basketball Tournament Success 

Our Year 5 and Year 6 basketball team took part in two tournaments at Bucklers Mead in February. In the first 

competition, we saw our teams finish 1st       and 3rd       which was a truly outstanding achievement. In the 

second event, our team secured another victory, marking a significant achievement for Kingfisher Primary. A 

big thank you to Miss Darch for attending these events with the children who have truly excelled. 

 

       
 

Beekeeper visit 

In January, Year 3 had a visit from a local beekeeper called Marvin. Marvin came in to talk to the 

children all about the pollination process and the role that the bees play in it. He talked all about 

the ways in which they set up their hives and produce honey as a result of drinking the nectar during 

pollination. The children were captivated by the discussion about bees and enjoyed learning how 

different flowers influence the taste of honey. It was a great afternoon all round. The children were 

fascinated.  

 

         
 



Careers Education 

As part of our ongoing commitment to broadening our pupils’ horizons about future careers, teachers have 

arranged a wider range of visitors into school to discuss their job, how they got to be in this position, and 

what their role entails. Just before Christmas, Year 1 welcomed dental nurse, Mrs Kite, into Dragonfly Class. 

In February, Minnow Class welcomed two visitors - Mrs Chestnutt, a Health Visitor and PCSO Andrea who 

allowed the children to explore her police car. Year 5 and 6 welcomed Superintendent Rob from Hampshire 

Police who outlined his role and how he got to his position within the police force. We also welcomed a nurse 

into Year 2 and a beekeeper into Year 3.  

        

                
 

              
 

         
 

                        
   



Geography Day 

This year’s Geography Day was an exciting adventure as each class explored a different continent! From the 

icy landscapes of Antarctica to the vibrant cultures of Africa and Asia, the children were immersed in fun, 

hands-on learning experiences that brought geography to life. Each class explored a different continent 

through exciting activities. Minnow Class learned about Canada’s wildlife and enjoyed pancakes, while 

Dragonfly Class created Australian fact files, Indigenous dot paintings, and baked Anzac biscuits. Mallard Class 

embraced South American culture with Samba dancing, Rio Carnival masks, and nachos. Otter Class studied 

Antarctica and its explorers, linking to their Geography lessons. Hedgehog Class explored Europe’s history, 

Swan Class focused on Africa, and Owl Class immersed themselves in Asian traditions. It was fantastic to see 

the children’s enthusiasm and curiosity throughout the day! 

 

           

        

 

Water Aid Workshops 

On Tuesday 14th and Wednesday 15th January, we were privileged to have a live assembly, followed by 

workshops from Deidre - a volunteer at WaterAid. She taught KS1 about the importance of clean water in an 

assembly on the Tuesday and held workshops for the whole of KS2 via teams on Wednesday. It was incredible 

to learn about the work of the charity, how to get involved and fully learn and appreciate how fortunate we 

are in this country to have the water supplies that we do. The children felt motivated after the session to not 

take water for granted and find ways to fundraise for this incredible charity.  

 

                               
    

 

 

 



Children’s Mental Health Week 

This year’s theme was ‘Know yourself, grow yourself’ with the aim to equip and empower children and 

young people across the UK to embrace self-awareness and explore what it means to them. We want our 

children and young people to discover how getting to know who they are can help them build resilience, 

grow and develop. Please click on the link below to visit the new “Wellbeing” section of our website for help 

and guidance on mental health and wellbeing. https://www.kingfisherschool.org/wellbeing/ 

 

            

 

Mosaic workshop 

We were very fortunate that the incredibly talented artist - Dawn Handy- was in school from the 

7th to the 13th of January to make a mural to go outside the front of the school. Every pupil and 

staff member had the opportunity to collaborate with Dawn and contribute to the mosaic. We are 

incredibly grateful to Dawn for allowing us this opportunity and it was a brilliant way to start 2025. 

We can't wait to see the finished product on display outside our entrance after half-term.  

                   
 

A.I.M High Maths Day 

On the 22nd of January, Mr Glentworth took four pupils from Y5 and Y6 to Thornford Primary School to take 

part in the A.I.M High Maths Day. A.I.M. High days provide a wonderful opportunity for children to delve 

deeper and master greater challenges in mathematics. This enjoyable and rewarding day was run by Liz Gibbs. 

Liz is an experienced teacher and international trainer who became a published author in 2014. Liz’s most 

recent work is writing lessons for BBC Bitesize (online) and script writing for BBC Teacher Talks. A huge well 

done to the pupils who attended, applying their excellent problem-solving and reasoning skills to tackle 

challenging puzzles and questions.  

 

             

 

 

https://www.kingfisherschool.org/wellbeing/


Pete the Poet 

Pete returned to Kingfisher at the end of this term and spent two days working with all children from 

Nursery to Year 6. As always, Pete provided our children with a magical experience through drama, 

role play and poetry. Children explored themes around diversity, inclusion, disability and celebrating 

difference – all of which deepens our children’s knowledge and understanding of the protected 

characteristics and the world around them. 

 

              
 

Year 3 Production – Rock Pool 

An incredible performance of singing, dancing and acting were witnessed by almost 100 family 

members on Thursday as Otter Class put on a real show in their performance of Rock Pool. Poor 

Crabbie was desperate to join the Starfish band. Sadly, Crabbie’s skills weren’t quite up to standard, 

but he didn’t give up on his dream. By chance he was washed away by the tide to a different rock 

pool where he was taught to be a guitar hero. On his return to his rock pool, Crabbie’s newfound 

ability saw her join the band as a lead – a story of determination and resilience. Well done to the 

children who were exceptional throughout! 

 

     
 

         
 

              
 



Online Safety News 

Does your child enjoy playing the popular game, Roblox? If so, this section of the 

newsletter could be very useful indeed. Roblox is more than a single game: it’s a 

huge collection of different games made by a range of creators using the platform’s 

built-in tools. Pretty much anyone with the knowledge of how to do so can create 

a game on Roblox.  Players choose a game and then go online with up to 100 other 

people, in experiences that often mimic the sort of imaginative play you might find 

in the school playground – for instance build a theme park, compete as a 

professional driver, star in a fashion show or become a superhero.  

 

Although safety measures have improved recently, you may not have been aware of these changes. Roblox 

parental controls let you manage a variety of safety features. From setting a Parental PIN to curating content 

to managing in-game spending, there are various ways to keep kids safe on Roblox. 

Follow this link for more information:  

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/gaming-consoles/roblox-parental-controls/  

 

Breakfast Club 

A reminder that our Breakfast Club runs from 8am – 8.50am each 

morning. A member of staff will be on the hall door until 8.15am seeing 

children in. After this time, they will be busy preparing breakfast and 

supervising the children. If you are dropping your child after this time, 

please bring them to the school office entrance. Please remember your 

child must have arrived before 8.30am to be able to have breakfast. 

 

After School Club 

The After School Club run 2 sessions. The first session runs from 3.20pm – 

4.15pm and the second session runs from 4.15pm – 5.00pm. Please ensure you 

collect your child promptly at these end times so as not to affect staff / child 

ratios. Late collection will incur a fee of £5 for up to every 15-minute period after 

the scheduled pickup time. All sessions are to be booked and paid for on 

ParentPay one week in advance of the date required. If the sessions are not paid 

for in advance, they are automatically cancelled on the day and your child will no longer have a 

space reserved for them. 

 

If you do need on the day emergency cover occasionally, please contact the school office.  

As you may have seen we now have a new system when collecting children from After School Club. 

Please go into the Nursery entrance as usual where you will find a phone. On Monday – Thursday, 

please dial number 224 and ask for your child, a member of staff will then bring them to you. On 

Fridays, please press the button on the Nursery wall as previously done. 

 

We are currently considering whether there is a need for a 5pm – 6pm session. If this is something 

you would be interested in using, please complete the survey on the link below before 5pm Monday 

31st March 2025. https://forms.office.com/e/eCdYUxR2WP 

 

Illness: Please telephone the school office by 9.15am to let us know if your child is not going to be 

in school due to illness.  

 

Parking: Please may I remind you that parking in the school car park is strictly for school staff only. 

Also, please remember to park safely and responsibly on the roads around the school. 

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/gaming-consoles/roblox-parental-controls/
https://forms.office.com/e/eCdYUxR2WP


 

Diary Dates 

 

Please note – these dates are subject to change. We will notify you of any changes as soon as possible. Thank 

you for your understanding on this matter. 

 

Friday 14th February      - Last day of school 

Monday 17th February - Friday 21st February  - Half Term 

Monday 24th February     - First day back to school 

Monday 24th February      - Girl Guide Thinking Day – see separate letter sent 

Tuesday 25th February      - Rock up & read – see separate letter sent 

Wednesday 26th February    - Year 3 swimming commences 

Friday 28th February      - Minnow to Carymoor 

Tuesday 4th March      - Year 4 trip to Tutankhamun Museum, Dorchester 

Tuesday 4th March – Monday 10th March   - Scholastic Book Fair – see separate letter sent 

Thursday 6th March      - World Book Day – see separate letter sent 

Monday 10th March     - K9 Police Dog to visit Year 5 

Friday 14th March      - Year 1 to Kingston Maurward 

Friday 14th March     - PTA Bag to School – see separate letter 

Monday 17th& Tuesday 18th March    - Parents Evening – see separate letter 

Thursday 20th March      - Down Syndrome Day – see separate letter 

Friday 21st March      - Red Nose Day – see separate letter 

Friday 21st March      - Kingfisher Art Exhibition – more details to follow 

Monday 31st March      - Year R & Year 3 to St James’ Church 

Tuesday 1st April     - Primary Festival of Dance (Dance Club children only) 

Thursday 3rd April     - Year 5 to Stanchester WOW Day 

Friday 4th April      - Year 4 play to parents – more details to follow 

Monday 7th April - Monday 21st April   - Easter Holidays 

Tuesday 22nd April     - Teacher Training – School closed to pupils. 

Wednesday 23rd April     - First day back for pupils 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Online Safety Advice for Parents – Fortnite 

 



Online Safety Advice for Parents – Roblox 

 



Online Safety Advice for Parents – Helping your child return to school routine 

 



 

 


