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Friday 24th October 2025 

Newsletter Autumn 1 - 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We’ve had an exciting and energetic start to the school year, and I’m incredibly proud 

of how well our children have returned - focused, enthusiastic and ready to learn. 

With the support of our dedicated staff, the first half of the autumn term has been 

packed with enriching experiences. From celebrating European Day of Languages 

and raising awareness on Cerebral Palsy Day, to cross-country running at local 

venues and football tournaments, our pupils have embraced every opportunity. 

Family Learning sessions have launched with an amazing turnout from parents, and 

special events like Careers Day and World Mental Health Day have added even more 

depth to our curriculum. A heartfelt thank you to our staff and families for their 

continued support in making all this possible. 

 

As we begin the second half of the autumn term, please ensure your child arrives on time each morning, 

dressed in the correct school uniform and ready to learn. Good attendance is key to their progress, so if your 

child is unwell and unable to attend, do let the school office know as soon as possible. We also kindly ask 

that you book school lunches, breakfast club, and after-school care in advance to help us plan effectively.  

 

A quick reminder, if you are a parent of a child in Year 6, don’t forget that the closing date for secondary 

school applications is Friday 31st October 2025. Click on the following link to take you to the council’s 

webpage. https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/applying-for-school/starting-at-a-

secondary-or-upper-school-in-september/  

 

Finally, I would like to wish you all a very safe and healthy half-term and I look forward to seeing everyone 

back in school on Monday 3rd November 2025. 

 

With best wishes,  

 

 

 

Mr Daniel Glentworth 

Head Teacher 

 

 

http://www.kingfisherschool.org/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/applying-for-school/starting-at-a-secondary-or-upper-school-in-september/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/applying-for-school/starting-at-a-secondary-or-upper-school-in-september/


European Day of Languages 

On Thursday 25th September, Kingfisher marked the European Day of Languages with a vibrant and engaging 

programme led by Mrs Farnell. Classes were paired together to explore a shared language and culture, 

creating a collaborative and enriching experience across the school. Reception &  Year 1 focused on France; 

diving into its language, cuisine, geography, and traditions. Year 2 and Year 6 explored the richness of German 

culture, while Year 2 and Year 4 discovered the sights, sounds, and flavours of Italy. Children in LKDN and 

Year 5 learned about Spain. The day offered a fantastic opportunity for pupils to broaden their cultural 

horizons and develop a deeper appreciation for linguistic diversity. 

 

         
 

World Mental Health Day 2025 

Kingfisher turned yellow in support of World Mental Health Day, with the whole school coming together to 

raise awareness of mental wellbeing. Pupils and staff embraced the occasion through a variety of thoughtful 

activities and creative expressions. The day began with a powerful assembly led by Mrs Musgrave, who spoke 

about the importance of looking after our mental health, how it connects to physical wellbeing, and what we 

can do when we’re struggling.  

 

                   
  

Staff wellbeing was also a key focus, with Mrs Streetin going above and beyond to ensure that adults in school 

felt supported and valued. Along with our brilliant PTA, who supplied a huge sweet and chocolate hamper, 

her efforts helped foster a positive and caring atmosphere for everyone, reinforcing the message that mental 

health matters for all members of our school community. 

 

                 
 

Absence 

 

On the occasion that your child is unable to attend school due to illness, please 

telephone the school office by 9.15am to let us know if your child is not going to be 

in school. This is essential for safeguarding and also to cancel school lunches.  

 



Harvest Festival  

On the first Friday of October, we held our annual Harvest assembly. As in previous years, the generosity of 

our families was remarkable with a total of 420 items being donated to The Lord’s Larder, who were deeply 

appreciative of the support. Each class contributed by sharing a poem, and the hall was filled with enthusiastic 

singing of traditional harvest songs. This time of year, offers our children a valuable moment to reflect on the 

everyday things we often overlook. During the assembly, we considered the vital roles played by farmers, 

delivery drivers, and retail staff in bringing food to our tables. 

 

          
 

Cerebral Palsy Day 

On World Cerebral Palsy Day, Kingfisher pupils wore green and took part in learning activities to deepen their 

understanding of Cerebral Palsy. We were honoured to welcome Connor Hyde, a cricketer from Somerset 

Disabled Cricket Club, who shared his inspiring story with the children. Connor spoke about his remarkable 

achievements in cricket and running, as well as the challenges he faced growing up with Cerebral Palsy. His 

visit offered a powerful message about resilience, determination, and the importance of inclusion. 

 

               
   
Cross Country Running 

Our cross-country team has been active and enthusiastic throughout this half-term, with Mrs Worley leading the 

children to several competitive events across Yeovil. We’re proud to celebrate some strong showings of top 20 

placements across various age groups. A huge well done to all the children who have taken part; their dedication 

and team spirit have been fantastic. While we haven’t had an overall winner just yet this season, the progress and 

participation have been truly encouraging. 

 

                             
 

PE Kit Reminder 

Something which has become apparent in the last couple of weeks is an increasing 

number of pupils coming to school either without a PE kit or without a full PE kit. It is 

essential that all pupils have a change of clothes and shoes for PE. It is also important 

for children to have a spare pair of socks in their PE kits so when tights are removed, 

they have something to change into, or if their socks get wet due to a downpour, they 

have dry socks for the rest of the day. For further information or clarification, please 

contact the school office or speak to your child’s class teacher.  



Careers Morning 

As part of our ongoing commitment to broadening pupils’ horizons and raising aspirations, Miss Kitto 

organised an inspiring Careers Morning filled with engaging visitors from a wide range of professions. 

Children had the opportunity to hear from Tom Lafford (BAE Defence Systems), Tony Brown (RNLI), Luke 

Jackson (Operations Manager, SASP), Edd Johnston (Naval Officer and Air Traffic Controller, Royal Navy), 

Sophie Ewens (Auditor, Old Mill Accountancy), John Hayden (Control O Computing), and Hugh Broadribb 

(Accountant, Trade Revenue Agency).  

 

       
 

Each visitor shared insights into their roles, the skills they use, and the pathways that led them to their careers. 

It was a fantastic opportunity for pupils to ask questions, spark curiosity, and begin thinking about the many 

possibilities their futures might hold. 

 

      
 

 

     
 

 

 

 



International Dot Day 

This half-term, Kingfisher pupils took part in International Dot Day - a celebration of creativity, courage, and 

self-expression inspired by Peter H. Reynolds’ book The Dot. Across the school, children explored the theme 

of “making their mark” through a range of art and writing activities. Classrooms were filled with vibrant dot-

inspired artwork, and pupils reflected on how small actions can lead to big ideas. The day encouraged children 

to embrace their individuality and to take pride in their creative efforts, reinforcing our school values of 

confidence and resilience.      

 

                                 
 

Family Learning begins with Messy Play magic in Nursery 

We were delighted to launch our first Family Learning session of the year in Nursery, where parents joined us to 

explore the benefits of messy play. The room was filled with a vibrant array of hands-on activities, reflecting the 

fantastic turnout from our families. It was heartwarming to see children, parents, and staff learning and playing 

together, building connections, sparking curiosity, and celebrating the joy of early learning. Thank you to everyone 

who came along and made it such a special start to the year. 

 

         
 

Phonics in Action: A Fantastic Family Turnout 

It was Year 1’s turn for Family Learning on the last Wednesday of term, and we were thrilled to welcome an 

incredible 22 out of 30 families into the classroom. Mrs Kerrigan led a phonics lesson, giving parents the 

opportunity to observe how we teach early reading skills. Following the session, children applied their learning 

by writing independent sentences using the focus sounds of the day. It was a fantastic afternoon of shared 

learning, and we’re so grateful to all the families who were able to join us. 

 

               
 

Nut Free School 

An important reminder that nuts and nut products should not be brought into school because we have a 

number of children who suffer from allergies related to nuts and nut products; this includes 

hazelnut products such as Nutella. Please look carefully at snacks and packed lunches to 

ensure that nut ingredients are not present. Your co-operation in this matter is greatly 

appreciated as anaphylaxis is a serious, even a life-threatening issue. 

     



Planting for the Future; our Eco Council in action 

Our Eco Council, supported by Mrs Farnell, teamed up with Countrywide Grounds Maintenance (our grounds 

contractor) for a special planting project. Together, they planted a large number of daffodil bulbs around the 

school grounds. If all goes to plan, we’ll be greeted by a bright yellow “KF” blooming in the spring; a cheerful 

and eco-friendly display for everyone to enjoy. 

 

                        
 

Cricket Coaching from Somerset Cricket Foundation 

Children across the school have been enjoying weekly cricket coaching sessions led by Sean from the 

Somerset Cricket Foundation. Through a range of exciting games and activities, pupils have been developing 

their skills in fielding, batting, and bowling. Sean will continue working with us until Christmas, ensuring that 

every class can take part in these fun and active sessions. Here are Year 5 enjoying their cricket coaching. 

 

              
 

Inter-house Handball Tournament 

In the penultimate and final week of term, Mr Bourne organised an exciting inter-house handball tournament 

for both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. Pupils had the opportunity to apply their multi-skills learning in a 

competitive game setting, showcasing excellent teamwork, sportsmanship and skill. A great time was had by 

all, with every child demonstrating a positive sporting attitude. The results were as follows: 4th place – Apache 

(15 points), joint 2nd – Lynx and Sea King (40 points), and 1st place – Wessex with an impressive 55 points.  

 

                           
 

As you are already aware, there is a clear correlation between good 

attendance at school and good progress and attainment. We are 

regularly monitoring attendance and if we identify a concern, we will 

send a letter to you which outlines your child’s attendance. If your child’s 

attendance were to drop to 90% over a school year, this would equate 

to 29 days absent from school – this is the equivalent of missing 6 weeks 

of learning.  

 



Art in Year 5 

In art this term, Year 5 have been studying the work of American artist Robert Longo, best known for his 

dramatic, large-scale charcoal drawings. Inspired by his style, pupils have been developing their own 

techniques in using charcoal to create expressive and powerful pieces. Through careful observation and 

practice, they’ve produced some striking artwork that reflects both their creativity and growing confidence 

with this challenging medium. 

 

                   
 

Art in Year 3 – Sculpture 

Year 3 pupils were busy creating beautiful clay leaf bowls in their art lesson with Miss Wolny last week. With 

a focus on sculpture, the children developed their skills in shaping and refining clay, showing great attention 

to detail, focus and care throughout the process. The activity not only supported their artistic development 

but also encouraged creativity and patience as they brought their designs to life. 

 

                 
 

Poetry Inspiration with Sheila Hopkins 

On Monday 14th October, children in Years 4, 5, and 6 had the wonderful opportunity to welcome poet Sheila 

Hopkins to Kingfisher Primary. Sheila shared her journey as a poet, including her move to New Zealand and 

inspired pupils with stories about her creative process and love for poetry. As part of her visit, Sheila 

generously gifted the school three of her poetry books, giving children the chance to explore her work and 

spark their own creativity. During the session, Year 4 pupils created thoughtful poems on the theme of 

Remembrance, guided by Sheila’s expert tips and techniques. 

 

                    
 

 



And finally… 

It has been a real joy to see our newest members of the Kingfisher community settle into school life so quickly. 

Reception children have already formed new friendships and shown great enthusiasm for learning. They’ve 

made a brilliant start to their school journey, and we’re incredibly proud of the confidence, curiosity and 

kindness they bring to each day. 

 

       
 

Online Safety from Mr Green – Be aware of inappropriate content 

With many popular games continuing to attract younger players, it’s more 

important than ever to stay informed about how children interact in online gaming 

spaces. Recent reports have highlighted that some games, even those rated as 

child-friends, may expose children to inappropriate content through chat functions, 

online play etc.  

 

Games like Roblox, Fortnite, and Minecraft remain hugely popular among primary 

-aged children and while they offer creative and social opportunities, they also carry 

large risks. We recommend regularly checking game settings, using parental controls, and encouraging your 

child to talk openly about their in-game experiences.  

 

You can use tools like Internet Matters to check age-appropriate games and get guidance on managing 

screen time. https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/inappropriate-content/  

  

Parents’ Evenings 

Thank you to all the parents who attended their child’s parents’ evening this half 

term; it was great to see so many of you in school. It was lovely hearing the 

positive comments from parents about the wonderful artwork on display and 

how happy parents are regarding their child’s progress in school.   

 

Twitter 

Do not forget that we have a school X account: @KingfisherYeo 

It continues to be great way to share some of the exceptional work and experiences that our 

pupils have done in school on a day-to-day basis. The X account is a great way of celebrating 

what our pupils do with their parents, grandparents, and the wider school community. 

 

 

Uniform 

Please can I request that anything that your child brings into school is clearly labelled with their name. This 

includes coats, PE kits, jumpers, any uniform, drinks bottles and lunchboxes.  

 
 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/inappropriate-content/


Diary Dates – Autumn Term 2 
 

Friday 24th October    Last Day of Term 

 

Sunday 26th October    Last day for booking lunches on ParentPay   

Monday 27th – Friday 31st October  Half-term 

 

Monday 3rd November    First day back at school 

 

Monday 3rd November    Swan Class Family Learning 2.30pm 

 

Tuesday 4th November    Mallard Class & Otter Class Family Learning 2.30pm 

 

Wednesday 5th November   Year 5 Swimming (6 weeks)  

 

Thursday 6th November    Hedgehog Class Family Learning 2.30pm 

 

Friday 7th November     Owl Class Family Learning 2.30pm 

 

Monday 10th November    Anti-Bullying Week 

 

Tuesday 11th November     Remembrance Day 

 

Tuesday 11th November    Minnow Class Family Learning 2.30pm 

 

Friday 14th November    Children in Need – See separate letter 

 

Wednesday 19th November   Tempest Photographer – Portraits – individual  

 

Tuesday 25th November    Road Safety Officer visit to all classes 

 

Thursday 4th December    Year 1 History of Toys workshop 

 

Tuesday 9th December    Year 1 Dragonfly Christmas Play to Parents 

 

Wednesday 10th December   Year R Minnow Christmas Play to Parents 

 

Thursday 11th December    Year 2 Mallard Christmas Play to Parents 

 

Friday 12th December    Christmas Jumper Day  

 

Tuesday 16th December    Nursery Christmas Play to Parents 

 

Wednesday 17th December   Christingle Workshop for all classes  

 

Tuesday 17th December    Christmas Lunch 

 

Thursday 18th December    Whole School Trip to the Pantomime at Westlands 

 

Friday 19th December    Non-uniform day – Christmas Parties 

 

Monday 22nd Dec – Friday 2nd January  Christmas Holiday 

 

Monday 5th January    Teacher Training Day – School closed 

 

Tuesday 6th January    First day back for pupils 



Supporting your child to self-regulate 

We regularly get asked to help parents whose child struggles to self-regulate at home. Below is an 

excellent guide with top tips from the National College. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Essential online safety information for parents 

In-Game chat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Lunch Menu 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NHS Eye Health information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Local half-term Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Local half-term Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


